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REVIEW OF N RESEARCH 
COLLEGE OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS AND COMMUNITY SERVICE 
May 1974 UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA AT OMAHA Vol. 2, No.5 
AN OVERVIEW OF EDUCATION IN NEBRASKA AND THE OMAHA AREA 
Introduction 
This report presents basic educational data on elementary, 
secondary, higher and continuing education in Omaha and Nebr-
aska. This report contains information on a variety of subjects 
within the field of educational statistics including school enroll-
*This is the 4th annual report by the Center covering the broad 
field of education from elementary through graduate school. The work 
in preparing the report was sponsored in part through a grant from the 
Economic Development Council of the Omaha Chamber of Commerce. 
ments, student dropouts, status and plans of high school and 
University graduates, and degrees conferred by technical col leges 
and traditional institutions of higher education. The report 
utilizes data from numerous sources, both governmental and 
nongovernmental, as indicated in the source note at the end of 
the appropriate tables. The purpose of the report is to provide 
the community with up-to-date pertinent facts about education 
in Nebraska and the Omaha area. 
School Enrollment Trends 
In Table 1, enrollment trends are presented for both public 
TAB LE 1 
TRENDS IN TOTAL SCHOOL ENRO LLMENT (PUBLIC AND NON-PUBLIC)* 
DOUGLAS COUNTY, SARPY COUNTY, AND THE STATE, 1968-69 TO 1973-74 
Change 1972-73 Change 1968-69 
Count ies 1968-69 1972-73 1973-74 to 1973-74 %Change to 1973-74 %Change 
Douglas 105,664 106,061 103,193 2,868 2.7 2,47 1 - 2.3 
Sarpy 16,662 19,312 19,899 + 587 + 3.0 + 3,237 + 19.4 
Total 122,326 125,373 123,092 2,281 1.8 + 766 + .6 
State 385,452 374.789 367,681 7,108 1.9 - 17,77 1 4.6 
Douglas & Sarpy 
as% of State 31.7 33.5 33.5 
*Including enrollment of 1,006 students in state operated schools. 
Source: Statistics and Facts About Nebraska Schools, (Public/Non-Public) 1973-74. 
t 
and private elementary and secondary schools for the 1968-69 to 
1973-74 period. As can be seen, total enrollment in Nebraska 
elementary and secondary schools had declined by nearly 18,000 
students since the 1968-69 school year. The decline has been 
primarily in the elementary schools. The decreases which 
occurred in elementary school enrollment reflect the fact that 
there are fewer children 5-13 years of age than in the recent 
past. The latest population projections indicate that there will 
be an nual reductions in elementary school enrollment for the 
remainder of this decade. Starting in the next year or two and 
continuing through 1985, population projections indicate that 
we can expect a tapering off in high school enrollment as well. 
Public Schools. Since the 1968-69 school year (see 
Table 2) public school enrollment in Nebraska's elementary and 
secondary schools declined by 5,754. On the other hand, 
increased enrollment was registered in both Douglas and Sarpy 
Counties (3,444 and 2,805 respectively). As a result, the 
combined enrollment in Douglas and Sarpy Counties is now 
31.3 percent of Nebraska's total enrollment, up 2.5 percentage 
poi nts since the 1968-69 school year. Since the 1972-73 
school year, enrollment in Douglas County decl ined by 2.3 
percent, whereas enrollment continued to grow in Sarpy County 
at a 3.1 percent rate. In 1968-69, 76 percent of the students in 
Douglas County were in public schools. This increased to 81 
TABLE 2 
TRENDS IN PUBLIC SCHOOL ENROLLMENT 
DOUGLAS COUNTY, SARPY COUNTY, AND IN THE STATE, 1968-69 to 1973-74 
Change 1972-73 Change 1968-00 
Counties 1968-69 1972-73 1973-74 to 1973-74 %Change to 1973-74 %Change 
Douglas 79,969 85,420 83,413 - 2,007 
-
2.3 + 3,444 + 4.3 
Sarpy 14,945 17,216 17,750 + 534 + 3. 1 + 2,805 + 18.8 
Total 94,914 102,636 101,163 - 1,473 1.4 + 6,249 + 6.6 
State 329,275 329,192 323,521 . 5,671 . 1.7 5,754 - 1.7 
Douglas & Sarpy 
as% of State 28.8 31.2 31.3 
Source: Statistics and Facts About Nebraska Schools, (Public/Non-Public) 1973-74. 
percent in 1973-74. The increase in the proportion of students 
attending public schools (versus private) in Douglas County 
accounts for about two-thirds of the enrollment increase over the 
1968-73 school terms. Unless offset by inmigration into the 
metropolitan area, it can be expected that there will be annual 
reductions in elementary and secondary school enrollments in 
Douglas and Sarpy Counties--reflecting a decrease in the popula-
tion aged 5-18 in the years ahead. 
Private Schools. As can be seen in Table 3, private school 
enrollment (includes state operated schools) has been rapidly 
declining in Nebraska. The rate of decline of enrollment in 
Douglas County has been greater than the Nebraska average. 
On the other hand, Sarpy County has experienced increasing 
enrollment in private schools. 
School Enrollment and Teacher-Pupil Ratios for Douglas and 
Sarpy Counties 1 
Data for elementary and secondary public schools (1972-
1 Nearly one out of every four students enrolled in the largest 
school district in the area (OPS) are classified as minorities. Of 60,502 
students enrolled in OPS, 13,579 are minority students and 19.8 per-
cent (11,962) are black. Of 2,578 f ull time classroom teachers (1972-
73) 226 or 9 percent are of a minority race and 8 percent (202) are 
black. 
2 
73) and (1973-74) for Douglas and Sarpy Counties are presented 
in Table 4. School enrollment declined by approximately 1,400 
students while the number of teachers increased by 215. The 
result is a continuing improvement in the teacher-pupil ratio. 
Overall, three-fourths of the enrollment decline from the 
1972-73 school year was in the elementary schools, reflecting 
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TABLE 3 
TRENDS IN NON-PUB LIC SCHOOL ENROLLMENT* 
Change 1972-73 Change 1968-69 
Counties 1968-69 1972-73 1973-74 to 1973-74 % Change to 1973-74 %Change 
Douglas 25,695 20,641 19,780 . 861 4.2 5,915 - 23.0 
Sarpy 1,717 2,096 2,149 + 53 + 2.5 + 432 + 25.2 
Total 27,412 22,737 21,929 808 - 4.0 - 5,483 . 23.2 
State 56,177 45,597 44,160 1.437 - 3.2 - 12,017 2 1.4 
Douglas & Sarpy 
as% of State 48.8 49.9 49.7 
*State operated schools in Douglas and Sarpy Counties i.e., Nebraska School for the Deaf & Nebraska Psych iatric Center, account for 200 of the 
reported enrollment. 
Source: Statistics and Facts About Nebraska Schools, (Public/Non-Public) 1973-74. 
TABLE 4 
STATISTICS ABOUT PUBLIC SCHOOLS IN 
DOUGLAS AND SARPY COUNTIES, 1972-73 and 1973-74* 
Teacher. Teacher-
Elementary Secondary Total Elementary Secondary Total Pupil Ratio Pupil Ratio 
Rank City-District County Enrollment Enrollment Enrollment Teachers Teachers Teachers Elementary Secondary 
1 Omaha Dougl<!s 33,7 14 26,788 60,502 1,466.2 1,270.2 2 ,736.4 22.8 21 .1 
(36,283) (26,842) (63,125) (1,416.3) (1,190.0) (2,606.3) (25.6) (22.6) 
2 Bellevue Sarpy 5,570 5,124 10,694) 236.0 224.5 460.5 23.6 22.8 
(5,699) (4,871) (10,570) (241.0) (216.7) (457.7) (23.6) (22.5) 
3 Westside Douglas 4,639 4,792 9,431 226.0 247.5 473.5 20.5 19.4 
(4,944) (4,7R9) (9.733) (233.0) (248.7) (481.7) (21 .2) (19.3) 
4 Millard Douglas 4,117 2,424 6,541 192.7 132.8 325.5 21.4 18.3 
(3,711) (2,028) (5,739 (178.0) (104.0) (282.0) (20.8) (19.5) 
5 Papillion Sarpy 3,726 1,331 5,057 159.5 51 .6 211.1 23.4 25.8 
(2,889) (1 ,908) (4,797) (145.8) (43.5) (189.3) (19.8) (43.9) 
6 Ralston Douglas 3,102 1,194 4,296 170.3 56.0 226.3 18.2 21.3 
(2,447) (1,755) (4,202) (160.2) (56.0) (216.2) (15.3) (31.3) 
7 Gretna Sarpy 583 502 1,085 22.5 26.0 48.5 25.0 19.3 
(547) (431) (978) (20.5) (21.0) (41.5) (26.7) (20.5) 
8 Elkorn Douglas 498 485 983 21 .0 27.0 48.0 23.8 18.0 
(469) (457) (926) (21.0) (25.0) (46.0) (22.3) (1 8.3) 
9 Springfield Sarpy 441 448 889 20.9 24.0 44.9 2 1.1 18.7 
(411) (424) (835) (20.4) (23.0) (43.4) (20.1) (1 8.4) 
10 Valley Douglas 514 246 760 22.0 17.6 39.6 23.4 14.0 
(537) (213) (750) (21.0) (16.6) (37.6) (25.6) (1 2.8) 
11 Bennington Douglas 223 246 469 11.5 15.8 27.3 19.4 15.6 
(223) (233) (456) (11 .5) (15.5) (27.0) (19.4) (15.0) 
12 Waterloo Douglas 107 162 269 7.0 13.0 20.0 15.3 12.5 
(117) (170) (287) (6.0) (12.0) (18.0) (19.5) (14.2) 
T otal 1973-74 57,234 43,742 100,976 2,555.6 2,106.0 4,661.6 22.4 20.8 
1972-73 (58,277) (44,121) (102,398) (2,474.7) (1,972.0) (4,446.7) (23.5) (22.4) 
Difference (1973-74)- (1972-73) - 1,043 379 - 1,422 + 80.9 + 134.1 + 214.9 - 1.1 - 1.6 
*Total enrollment as reported on or about October 1, 1972-73 shown in ( ). 
Source: Data reported in Statistics and Facts About Nebraska Schools, 1972-73 and 1973-74. 
the impact of the declining birth rate in the 1960's. 
Table 5 shows enrollment and teacher-pupil ratios for 
private schools in Douglas and Sarpy Counties and totals for 
the State. The data reveal that more than one out of every five 
elementary school children in the Omaha area attend private 
schools, and one of every nine high school students attend 
3 
private schools. 
Number of School Dropouts by Reason ( Douglas and Sarpy 
Counties) 
Dropouts in public schools in the Omaha area during the 
1972-73 school year were in excess of 3,000 students. The 
dropout rate for Douglas-Sarpy County public schools remained 
TAB LE 5 
STATISTICS ON ENROLLMENT AND TEACHER-PUPIL RATIOS IN 
NON-PUBLIC SCHOOLS: DOUGLAS COUNTY, SARPY COUNTY, AND THE STATE, 1973-74 
Teacher· Teacher-
Total Number Pupil Total Number Pupil 
Private School Type * Enroll. Teachers Ratio Private School Type * Enroll. Teachers Ratio 
Douglas County 
Archbishop Rummel s 475 22 21.6 St. Ann E 150 6 25.0 
Archbishop Ryan s 803 43 18.7 St. Anthony E 7 1 4 17.8 
Assumption E 2 18 10 21.8 St. Bernard E 62 1 25 24.8 
Blessed Sacrament E 445 18 24.7 St. Bridget E 211 10 21 .1 
Boys Town S&E 612 98 6.2 St. Cecilia S&E 1,034 50 20.7 
Brownell Talbot S&E 211 26 8.1 St. Francis of Assisi E 104 5 20.8 
Catholic SE Education E 277 16 17.2 St. James E 844 27 31.3 
Christ t he King E 471 19 24.8 St. Joan of Arc E 343 15 22.9 
Creighton Prep s 820 42 19.5 St. Joseph Elementary E 155 8 19.4 
Cross Lutheran E 84 4 21.0 St. Margaret Mary E 485 18 26.9 
Dominican High s 223 12 18.6 St. Mary E 279 10 27.9 
Duchesne Academy s 188 19 9.9 St. Paul Lutheran E 122 5 24.4 
Gethsemane E 39 2 19.5 St. Peters E 155 11 14.1 
Good Shepherd E 55 2 27.5 Sts. Peter & Paul E 337 15 22.5 
Holy Cross E 911 35 26.0 St. Philip Neri E 277 9 30.8 
Holy Ghost E 411 17 24.2 St. Pius Tenth E 1,095 35 31.3 
Holy Name S&E 770 39 19 .7 St. Richard E 351 13 27.0 
Immaculate Conception E 176 8 22.0 St. Robert E 582 18 32.3 
Jewish Day School E 13 1 13.0 St. Stanislaus E 197 7 28.1 
Madonna School E 58 7 8.3 St. Thomas More E 778 27 28.8 
Marian High s 692 38 18.2 Temple Christian Academy E 87 6 14.5 
Mary Our Queen E 545 16 34.1 Zion Lutheran E 69 4 17.3 
Mayfield SDA S&E 61 4 16.5 St. Gerald E 200 9 22.2 
Mercy High s 283 23 12.3 Total Elementary 15.483 658 23.5 
Montessori Schools E 22 2 11.0 Total Secondary 6,246 422 14.8 Montessori Education Center E 35 3 11.7 
Mt. Michael Benedictine s 103 18 5.7 Douglas County Totals 19 ,580 1 ,000 19 .6 
Mt. Calvary Lut heran E 64 3 21.3 
New School E 53 3 17.7 Sarpy County 
Notre Dame Academy s 220 24 9.2 St. Mary E 246 9 27 .3 
Omaha Hearing School E 24 4 6.0 Cardinal Spellman E 305 13 23.5 
Our Lady of Lourdes E 582. 22 26.5 Daniel J . Gross E 806 32 25.2 
Paul VI s 397 18 22.1 St. Bernadette E 533 17 31.4 
Pratt School S&E 127 15 8.5 Sacred Heart E 259 9 28.8 
Sacred Heart E 196 11 17.8 Sarpy County Totals 2,149 80 26.9 
Sharon Elementary School E 47 2 23.5 Combined County Totals 21.729 1,080 20.1 St. Adalbert E 196 10 19.6 
St. Agnes E 126 7 18.0 State Totals 43,154 2,2 12 19.5 
*S=Secondary Schools, E=Eiementary Schools 
Source: Statistics and Facts About Nebraska Schools, Non-Public Schools, 1973-74. Enrol lments are noted as of the last Friday in September, 1973. 
at about th ree percen t of en ro ll ment.2 
Information ava ilab le to the S tate Department of Educa-
t ion is of limited value to one who wishes to identify specific 
reasons for students dropping o u t of school. T he majority (55 
percent in 1972-73) of pu p ils who dropped o ut of school in 
Douglas-Sarpy County are classif ied under "Other Known Rea-
sons", making it impossible to identify t he major cause of stu-
den t dropouts. Of t he dropouts listed under a specific category, 
21 n the largest school distr ict (OPS) d ropouts (especially among 
mino rity students) appear to be a concrete problem. The rate amo ng 
minority st udents has been reported to be quadruple the rate of non-
minority students. See: Elementary and Secondary School Civil Rights 
Survey, Office of Civi l Rights, Department of Hea lth, Education , and 
Welfare, 1970-7 1 school year. 
4 
behavio ra l problems appear to be the major reason for pub li c 
school d ropouts (see T able 6). 
Status and Activities of 1973 High School Graduates 
In the Omaha Public schools, the principal and staff of 
each high schoo l conduct a follow-up survey of t he s tatus a nd 
activities of students who graduated the previous year. The 
primary purpose of th is survey, whic h w as ini tiated in 1954 and 
continue d every year since, is to determine the number of 
graduates continuing their education, the general ty pe of educa-
tion being pursued, and the occupational status of each 
individua l. Of 3,456 seniors who graduated in 1973, contact was 
esta b li shed with 3,392. Those contac ted comprise some 98.0 
percen t of the to tal number of graduates. 
A comparison of city-wide percentages o f selected tabu· 
lations for graduates of the years 1969 th rough 1973 are prese n t-
ed in Table 7 . 
TABLE 6 
NUMBER AND PERCENT OF PUBLIC SCHOOL DROPOUTS BY REASON, DOUGLAS AND SARPY COUNTIES , 1972-73 
Number of Students % of Total Dropouts 
Pupils Dropped Out of School Because of: 1971-72 1972-73 1971-72 1972-73 
Physical Illness or Physical Disabil ity 159 105 5.5 3.4 
Mental Illness or Mental Disability 72 45 2.5 1.5 
Behavioral Problems or Reasons 330 267 11.5 8.6 
Low Achievement or Scholastic Difficu lty 43 88 1.5 2.8 
Lack of Appropriate Curriculum 2 7 0.1 0.2 
Poor Pupil-Staff Relationships 0 6 0.0 0.2 
Poor Relationships With Fellow Pupils 1 2 0.0 0.1 
Committed to Corrective Inst itution 38 43 1.3 1.4 
Parenta I I nfl uence 106 203 3.7 6.5 
Need at Home or Economic Necessity 43 59 1.5 1.9 
Employment to Offset Persona l Expenses 83 94 2.9 3.0 
Marriage 89 121 3.1 3.9 
Pregnancy 105 110 3.6 3.5 
Other Known Reasons 1,537 1,712 53.4 55.2 
Reasons Unknown or Unobtainable 254 167 8.8 5.4 
Pupils Dropped Out Previous Summer and 
Did Not Return to Any School in the Fall - 39 -· 1.3 
Sub Totals 2,856 3,068 99.2 99.0 
Deaths 22 32 0 .8 1.0 
Totals 2,878 3,100 100.0 100.0 
Total Enrollment 93,369 102,636 
Average Dropout Rate 3.0 3.0 
Source: Compiled by CAUR from data reported by school d istricts to the Nebraska Department of Education. 
TABLE 7 
SELECTED TABULATIONS*· GRADUATES OF OMAHA PUB LIC HIGH SCHOOLS , 1969-1973 
1969 
Total number of graduates 3.289 
Attendi ng college or university 45.5% 
Employed fu ll-time 35.7 
Unemployed (including housewives, etc.) 5.2 
Unemployed who are actively seeking employment** 2 .5 
Employed part-time .4 
Armed forces 4.4 
Business or t rade school 5.8 
*Selected items · will not total 100% 
**Also included in unemployed 
Source: Research Report No. 176, Omaha Public Schools 
In Table 8 , the number and percentages of Omaha Public 
School high school graduates enrolled at the University of 
Nebraska campuses are presented. 
An examination of the data in Tables 7 and 8 indicates: 
1. The number of h igh school graduates is continuing to 
increase. 
2. The percentage of high school graduates attending a 
college or university cont inues to decrease. UNO at-
tracts the greatest number of graduates, although the 
proportion has decreased slightly . 
3. The rate of full-time employment rose by nearly fou r 
percent when compared to the figures established one 
year ago. 
4. The perce ntage of high school graduates unemployed 
(actively seeking employme nt) decreased for the third 
5 
1970 1971 1972 1973 
3.251 3.284 3,380 3.456 
44.7% 42.9% 40.5% 39.4% 
35.6 34.7 36.5 40.2 
7.0 8.5 7 .5 7.2 
3.3 4.2 3.8 2.7 
.5 1.4 1.5 2.3 
3.1 4.1 5.0 3.9 
6.5 5.6 5.5 5 .2 
TABLE 8 
NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF GRADUATES ENROLLED 
AT UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA CAMPUSES, 1969-1973 
Enrolled at UN-O Enrolled at UN-L 
Year Number Percent Number Percent 
1973 572 16.6 281 8.1 
1972 593 17.6 288 8.5 
1971 579 17.6 273 8.3 
1970 689 21 .2 247 7.5 
1969 708 21 .5 253 7.7 
Source: Research Report No. 176, Omaha Public Schools 
consecutive year. 
5. The percentage of part-time employed high school 
graduates continued to increase for the fifth consecutive 
year. 
6. The percentage entering the armed forces declined 
substantially over the previous year. 
7. The percentage of high school graduates attending 
business or trade schools remained relatively constant. 
Enrollment in Institutions of Higher Education 
Total enrollment for the fall t erm of 1973 in Nebraska's 
institutions of higher education was off 546 from 1972, 
representing a 0.9 percent decline. Ten of the 22 traditional 
institutions (as opposed to technical community colleges) show· 
ed enrollment increases, and five of these were located in the 
Omaha area. A comparison of the 1972-73 enrollment figures is 
presented in Table 9. 
TABLE 9 
ENROLLMENTS OF ALL STUDENTS (FULL-TIME & PART-TIME) 
BY INSTITUTION, STATE OF NEBRASKA 
Total 
Full-time 
1972 1973 
Public Institutions 
UN-L 18,062 16,738 
UNO 6,891 6,730 
UNMC 1,347 1,394 
Chadron 1,625 1,512 
Kearney 4,234 3,684 
Peru 698 646 
Wayne 1,864 1,626 
Totals 34,721 32,330 
Private Institutions 
Bellevue 410 407 
Concordia 1,415 1,254 
Creighton 3,682 3,807 
Dana 613 536 
Doane 618 605 
Hastings 724 681 
Kennedy 252 272 
Midland 741 698 
Wesleyan 1,022 1,038 
Saint Mary 458 478 
Union 734 663 
*York 309 351 
Totals 10,978 10,790 
Bible Colleges 
Grace Bible 463 476 
Christian 104 150 
Platte Valley 52 85 
Totals 619 711 
Grand Total: 46,318 43,831 
*Two-year college 
.Source: NACRAO 1973 Enrollment Report. 
For Omaha area institutions, enrollment increased by 2.9 
percent over the 1972-73 fall terms (see Table 10). Ninety-one 
percent of the increase can be accounted for by enrollment 
growth at UNO, and most of this was an increase in the number 
of part-time rather than full-time students. Dana College is the 
only area institution with a significant enrollment decline--30 
percent since its peak of 1,057 students in 1969. 
Degrees Conferred by Omaha Area Institutions 
A total of 4,172 degrees were conferred from Omaha area 
institutions between July 1, 1972 and June 30, 1973 {see 
Table 11 ). Of t hese, sligh t l y more t han 70 percent were 
Bachelor's degrees. The presence of Creighton and the University 
Grand Totals 
Part-time 
1972 1973 1972 1973 %Change 
3,519 4,422 21,581 21,160 2.0 
6,226 6,961 13,117 13,691 + 4.4 
103 176 1,450 1,570 + 8.3 
497 592 2,122 2,104 - 0.8 
976 1,237 5,210 4,921 - 5.5 
242 207 940 853 
- 9.3 
311 357 2,175 1,983 8.8 
11,874 13,952 46,595 46,282 - 0.7 
707 725 1 '1 17 1,132 + 1.3 
124 93 1,539 1,347 12.5 
659 548 4,341 4,355 + 0.3 
138 111 751 647 13.8 
11 15 629 620 - 1.4 
33 34 757 715 5.5 
14 10 266 282 + 6.0 
78 105 819 803 - 2.0 
58 73 1,080 1,111 + 2.9 
130 90 588 568 - 3.4 
85 91 819 754 - 7.9 
31 29 340 380 + 11.8 
2,068 1,924 13,046 12,714 - 2.5 
51 73 514 549 + 6.8 
24 18 128 168 + 31.2 
30 2 1 82 106 + 29.3 
105 112 724 823 + 13.7 
14,047 15,988 60,365 59,819 0.9 
of Nebraska Medical Center has meant a considerable number of 
professional degrees (e.g., law and medicine) have been conferred 
in the Omaha area. 
6 
Interdisciplinary studies, education, and the health profes-
sions account for more than 50 percent of the Bachelor's 
degrees, and education accounts for about 60 percent of the 
Master's degrees. 
Employment and Post-Graduate Plans of College and University 
Graduates 
It is estimated that t hree o ut of every four graduates o f 
Omaha area traditional institutions of higher education remain 
TABLE10 
ENROLLMENT OF ALL STUDENTS (FULL-TIME & PART-TIME) 
OMAHA AREA INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION, 1968-1973 
Institution 1968 1969 1970 1971 1972 1973 
UNO 10,788 12,120 13,185 12,711 13,117 13,691 
UNMC N/A 763 900 1,233 1,450 1,570 
Bellevue 758 695 755 1,026 1,117 1,132 
Creighton 4,180 4,234 4,129 4,172 4,341 4,355 
Dana 991 1,057 962 848 751 647 
Saint Mary 613 449 517 560 588 568 
Grace Bible 446 536 555 525 514 549 
Grand Totals 
---
19,854 21,003 21,075 21,878 22,512 
Source: NACRAO 1973 Enrollment Report. 
TABLE 11 
DEGREES CONFERRED BETWEEN JULY 1, 1972 AND 
JUNE 30, 1973, FROM OMAHA AREA UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES 
Bachelor's Degrees Master's Degrees 
Saint 
Field of Specia lization 1 UNO UNMC Mary Creighton2 Dana Bellevue 3 Total UNO UNMC Creighton Total 
Architecture and Environmental Design 9 -- - -- 3 -- 1"2.0 -- - -- --
Area Studies -- -- - 1.0 -- - 1.0 -- -- -- --
Biological Studies 31 -- 2 24.5 9 -- 66.5 9 4 7 20 
Business and Management, 144 -- -- 102.0 22 17.0 285.0 36 -- 24 60 
Communications 24 -- -- 18.5 -- -- 42.5 -- -- -- --
Computer and Information Sciences -- -- -- -- - -- -- -- -- -- --
Education 280 -- 31 42.0 66 1.0 420.0 273 -- 54 327 
Engineering 68 -- -- -- - -- 68.0 7 -- -- 7 
Fine and Applied Arts 29 -- 3 11.0 5 1.0 49.0 -- -- -- --
Foreign Languages 14 -- 1 11.5 3 2.5 32.0 1 -- -- 1 
Health Professions -- 208 20 92.0 5 -- 325.0 -- 4 2 6 
Home Economics 38 -- - -- - - 38.0 -- -- -- --
Letters 48 -- 6 36.0 17 6.0 113.0 22 -- 10 32 
Library Science 6 -- -- -- - -- 6.0 -- -- - --
Mathemati cs 16 -- 4 22.0 8 4.5 54.5 5 -- 2 7 
Physica l Sciences 12 - 2 8.0 1 -- 23.0 - -- 8 8 
Psychology 19 -- -- 50.0 9 7.5 85.5 18 -- - 18 
Public Affairs and Services 224 - 2 -- 8 -- 234.0 7 -- -- 7 
Social Sciences 84 - 11 92.5 27 17.5 232.0 40 - 17 57 
Theology - -- -- 7.0 -- -- 7.0 -- -- -- --
Interdisciplinary Studies 845 -- -- 1.0 5 - 851.0 -- -- -- --
Total 1,891 208 82 519.0 188 57.0 2,945.0 418 8 124 550 
Source: Compiled by CAUR from data presented in: Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, Higher Education General Information Survey 
(HEGIS), OE Form 2300-2.1, March, 1973. 
1The tab le does not include: (1) 132 M.D. degrees, 55 Associate Degrees in Nursing, and four Associate Degrees and f ive Formal Awards in 
Radiologic Technologies. and two Doctoral degrees in Biological Studies from UNMC; (2) 103 Associate Degrees from UNO; (3) 50 D.D.S. degrees, 
120 J.D. degrees. 83 M.D. degrees, 36 B.S. degrees in Pharmacy., two Doctoral degrees in Biological Studies from Creighton; and (4) 85 Associate 
Degrees (66 in Nursing) from the College of Saint Mary. 
2creighton awards double majors which accounts for the fractions. 
3Bellevue awards double majors which accounts for the fractions. 
to live and work in the Omaha area after graduation ) Detailed 
post-graduate plans of individuals graduating from Omaha area 
3rhe University of Nebraska at Omaha Placement Office indicated 
that 76 percent of the 1973 graduates registered (excluding bootstrappers 
and persons in teaching occupations) remained in the Omaha area. The 
placement office at Creighton University indicated that 75 to 80 percent 
of their graduates remain in the Omaha area (rates are higher among 
nurses, business administration majors, and liberal arts majors). 
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institutions are not available. However, the University of Nebras-
ka at Lincoln, although not providing data on the number or 
percentage of graduates obtaining employment in the Omaha 
area does provide the most complete information on plans of 
their graduates (includes graduates employed in Nebraska versus 
out-of-state). Post-graduate plans of 4,132 individuals registered 
w ith UNL placement offices during the 1972-73 school year are 
presented in Table 12. 
TABLE1 2 
POST GRADUATE PLANS OF 
UN IVERSITY OF NEBRASKA-LINCOLN GRADUATES, 1972-73 
COLLEGES 
Arts & Business Denistry Graduate Home 
Agri. Sciences Admin. B.S. Ph.D. Educ.1 Engg. M.A. Ph.D. Econ. Law Total 
Total Number of Degrees 263 702 429 25 56 925 402 747 223 217 143 4 ,132 
Plan to Enter Graduate School--
University of Nebraska, Omaha 19 118 36 0 1 94 44 55 0 13 0 380 
Other 9 132 20 0 1 0 35 43 1 13 2 256 
15.4% 
Plan to Enter Armed Forces or 
Career Armed Forces 13 27 18 0 9 23 23 40 1 0 7 161 
3.9% 
Do Not Plan to Seek Employ-
ment Due to Marriage, etc. 1 25 9 0 1 961 1 21 4 12 1 171 
4.2% 
Self-Employed 70 6 4 0 17 - 2 16 2 1 8 126 
3.0% 
Employed In Nebraska 52 73 108 16 0 188 83. 251 55 35 43 904 
21.9% 
Employed Outside Nebraska 8 33 45 0 3 7 87 105 99 10 13 410 
9.9% 
Seeking Employment2 77 231 171 8 1 439 115 123 36 122 38 1,361 
32.9% 
No Information 14 57 18 1 23 78 12 93 25 11 31 363 
8.8% 
Average Salary in Nebraska 
Male $620 $598 $747 -- - $769 $859 $1,079 $400 $840 
Female - 512 633 $600- - 600 758 962 432 833 
Average Salary Outside Nebr. 
Male 754 799 77 1 -- - -- 926 1,026 1,107 - 1,141 
Female - 624 - - - - 975 804 1,140 546 -
Source: Compiled by CAUR from data provided by the Placernent Office, the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, and Teacher Placement Division 
at UNL. 
1Teacher placement information is incomplete. The director of the UN L Teacher Placement Division indicated t hat of students registered ,68.2% 
took teaching jobs. Of the 96 listed as "Do not plan to seek employment", 26 indicated they do not plan to teach and 70 have other work. 
2since students fill out questionnaires prior to graduation, the seeking employment information should not be construed to mean unemployed. 
The informatio n provided by UNL indicates that: 
1. A total of 636 planned to enter Graduate School, 
the majority at UNL. 
2. Nearly four percent (161) planned to enter the Armed 
Forces. 
3. A total of 171 did not seek employment. 
4. Three percent (126) were self-employed. 
5. Of the 1 ,314 employed, 904 or 69 percent were 
employed in Nebraska. 
6. Male, in general, received higher salaries than females. 
Two exceptions were in home economics and female 
Ph.D.'s accepti ng employment outside the state. 
Techn ical Community Colleges 
Nebraska's 12 technical community colleges offer post-
secondary and adult education classes--with courses ranging from 
two week offerings up through and including two year full-time 
programs. Extensive part-time programs are also offered. Total 
enrollment, reported at 11,466 for the fal l of 1973, was up 
1,795 from the fa ll of 1972 (see Table 13) . 
The Omaha Nebraska Technical Community College was 
designated as an area vocational-technical school in 1968.4 
Currently, it accounts for 44 percent of total reported enroll-
40ffically designated as the Metropolitan Technical Community 
College by an act of the Nebraska Legislature in the Spring of 1974. 
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ment and has been the fastest growing college in Nebraska-40 
percent enro llment increase since 1972. 
TABLE 13 
ENROLLMENT IN TECHNICAL 
COMMUN ITY COLLEGES, NEBRASKA 
1972 1973 %Change 
Technical Community Colleges 
Central Tech* 
Platte 771 772 0 
Mid-Plains 750 839 + 11.9 
North Platte 417 471 + 12.9 
Nebraska Western 785 720 - 8.3 
Northeast 991 1,055 + 6.5 
McCook 356 386 + 8.4 
Western Technical 240 265 + 10.4 
Omaha Technical (Metro Tech)3,598 5P68 + 40.9 
Fairbury Community 461 462 0 
Lincoln Technical 558 667 + 19.5 
Milford 744 761 + 2.3 
Totals 9,671 11.466 + 18.6 
*comparable enrollment data not available. 
Source: NACRAO 1973 Enrollment Report 
More students are also completing programs at the Colleges 
(see Tables 14 and 15). Of the 4,912 students completing 
programs during the 1972-73 year, 353 were from the Omaha 
Nebraska Technical Community College (about one-third of 
these were in the health professions). 
TABLE 14 
COMPLET ION OF PROGRAMS 
T ECHNICAL COMMU NITY COLLEGES, 
NEBRASKA, 1971-73 
College 1971-72 1972-73 
Omaha Technica l (tliletro Tech) 35~ 353 
Mid Plains 1,248 2,025 
North Platte 79 67 
McCook 81 72 
Central Technical 698 890 
Platte 183 210 
Lincoln Tech 103 122 
Milford 489 525 
Fairbury 84 163 
West Tech 117 115 
Nebraska West 241 224 
Al liance School of Practical Nursing 40 40 
Totals 3,802 4,913 
Source: State Board of Technica l Community Colleges 
Degrees by Field of Study and Sex of Recipient: University 
of Nebraska System 
Detai led information is provided in Table 16 on degrees 
TABLE 15 
COMPLETION OF PROGRAMS BY DIVISION 
OMAHA TECHNICAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE. 1971-73 
(METROPOLITAN TECH) 
Divisions 1971 -72 1972-73 
Business and Office Occupations 
Administrative Secretary 4 14 
Library Assistant 7 6 
Office-Cler ical 57 42 
Health Occupations 
Oental Assistants 30 39 
Operating Room Technican 17 26 
Practical Nursing 135 117 
Home Economics and Related Occupations 
Child Care A ide 7 5 
Child Care Specialist 4 0 
Chi ld Care Techn ican 7 0 
Food Services 10 22 
Industrial Occupations 
Auto Body Repair 12 14 
Auto Mechanics 17 16 
Build ing Operating & Maintenance 22 27 
Drafting 10 14 
Electronics 7 4 
Weldi!Jg 9 7 
Totals 355 353 
Source: State Board of Technical Community Colleges 
awarded from July 1, 1972 to June 30, 1973 in the University of 
Nebraska System by field of study and sex of recipient. The 
TABL E 16 
DEGREES AWARDED BY FI ELD OF STUDY AND SEX OF RECIPIENT 
UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA SYSTEM, JULY 1, 1972- JUNE 30, 1973 
First Professional Degrees 
Bachelor's Degree Master's Degree Doctor's Degree and Associate Degrees 
Field of Study Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female 
Dentist ry, D.D.S. or D.M.D.Degree - -- - - -- - 53 --
Medicine, M.D. Degree -- - - - -- -- 127 5 
Law, General LL.B. or J.D. Degree -- -- - - -- -- 141 4 
Agriculture and Natural Resources 225 4 38 - 25 -- - -
Architecture and Environmental Design 45 10 8 - - -- -- -
Area Studies 2 3 - - - - - --
Biological Sciences 104 20 33 4 20 7 - --
Business and Management 521 58 133 4 4 1 - --
Communications 48 34 -- - -- - - -
Computer and Information Sciences 24 6 17 - - - - -
Education 249 743 253 272 61 10 
-
-
Engineering 395 1 73 - 6 - - -
Fine and Applied Arts ·34 77 30 31 4 - -- -
Foreign Languages 14 47 10 16 5 1 -- --
Health Professions 104 205 22 15 1 - -- -
Home Economics 2 142 - 28 - -- - --
Letters 144 127 26 23 11 8 - -
Library Science 2 4 - - -- - - -
Mathematics 47 17 15 2 4 - - -
Physical Sciences 49 2 21 1 26 3 - -
Psychology 39 38 15 6 5 2 - -
Public Affairs and Services 220 53 29 24 - - - -
Social Sciences 231 119 60 13 21 3 -- --
Interdisciplinary Studies 831 34 - -- - - - --
Other Occupational Curriculums 
(Associate Degrees) - - - - - - 112 101 
Total 3,300 1.744 783 439 193 35 433 110 
Source: Compiled by CAUR from data presented in: Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, Higher Education General Information Survey 
fHEGIS), OE Form 2300-2.1, March, 1973. 
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general conclusions are as follows: 
1. The fields of education, fine and applied arts, foreign 
languages, health professions (especially nursing), home 
economics, letters (including English and philosophy), 
public affairs and services, and library science show a 
larger number of degrees awarded to women than to 
men. All of these areas of specialization have tradition-
ally been considered appropriate academic fields for 
women and thus, these figures are neither surprising 
nor contrary to expectations. 
2. The fields of architecture and design, engineering, 
mathematics, biological and physical sciences, criminal 
justice, agriculture and natural resources, law, dentistry, 
business and management, computer and information 
sciences, and medicine clearly show more degrees 
awarded to men and, in some cases, degrees in these 
areas are awarded only to men. Traditionally, these 
areas of specialization have been identified as male-
oriented and male-dominated. 
In general, these recent figures reflect a strong carry-
over of tradition as represented in the University community. 
Definitions of which academic areas men and women"should 
enter" are evidenced in those fields which attract students. In 
light of the current cultural theme of women's liberation and, 
therefore, men's liberation from traditional role and status 
expectations, these figures certainly do not reflect any significant 
social change, at least in the University and academic com-
munity. 
Minority Enrollment in Omaha Area Institutions 
Data available on student enrollment at Omaha area 
institutions of higher education indicate that minority students 
represent 6.7 percent of total enrollment (see Table 17). In 
relative terms, minority represer.tation is greater in the freshman 
and sophomore levels (almost 60 percent of the minorities are 
classified as freshmen or sophomores). At the other extreme, 
minorities are only a small portion of the graduate and profes-
sional students. Combining UNO graduate school enrollment 
with Creighton graduate school and professional (e.g., medicine) 
enrollment, only 125 of 3,702--3.4 percent-were minorities. 
Nearly 3/4 of the minority students are Black. Yet, Blacks 
are underrepresented at all levels. Blacks as a percentage of 
total enrollment drop from 6.3 percent in the freshman classes 
to 4.2 percent in the senior classes, and to 1.6 percent in the 
graduate level classes. 
TABLE 17 
MINORITY ENROLLMENT AT OMAHA AREA INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION, FALL, 1973 
Minority Freshman Sophomore Junior Senior Graduate Professional Special Total1 
Black 416 165 110 94 37 31 99 952 
Indian 30 8 4 6 5 1 2 56 
21 19 8 10 9 163 66 30 Spanish Surname 
17 10 4 4 29 15 108 Oriental 29 
Others 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 4 
Total Minority 542 221 146 124 54 71 125 1.283 
Total Enrollment 6,554 2,961 2.214 2.250 2,334 1,368 1.461 19,142 
Percent of Total Enrollment 8.3 7.5 6.6 5.5 2.3 5.2 8.6 6.7 
1 T-otal excludes 119 unclassified part-time (night) students at Dana. . . . . 
Source: Data compiled by CAUR from Registrars at: UNO, Creighton, Dana, and College of St. Mary. Respect1ve mm?nty ~ota_ls_ were. 887 
364, 1 O, and 22. Respective total enrollment figures were: 13,691, 4,355, 647, and 568. Bellevue College could not prov1d~ m1nont1es by cia~. 
However, the Registrar did indicate that 104 of the 1,132 students were minorities. Of these, 77 were Black, three were lnd1ans, 17 were Spamsh 
Surname, five were Orientals, and two were classified as "Other". 
Conclusions 
Many changes have occurred in recent years in the educat-
ional structure. Declining enrollment has occurred in elementary 
schools, and it can be expected to continue during the remainder 
of the decade. High school enrollments can be expected to taper 
off starting in the next year or two and continuing for several 
years thereafter. There will also be a decrease in the college 
age population which will become evident in the early 1980's, 
though whether college or university enrollment will decline will 
be determined by emerging trends in attendance rates. 
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Overall, the number of public school teachers has been 
growing at a somewhat faster rate than the number of pupils. 
The result is a continuing improvement in the teacher-pupil 
ratio. In the future, building costs should decline and the quality 
of education will improve. Minority students still receive less edu-
cation than others, and women still cluster in only a few 
fields. Education will remain a challenge and the goal of high 
quality equal education still is to be achieved. The decline in 
enrollments should offer the opportunity to meet the needs 
for innovation, and improvement in our educational system. 
' 
TAXES AND STATE FINANCING OF LOCAL SCHOOLS: 
A SURVEY OF PUBLIC OPINION 
Introduction 
People in Omaha have strong feelings about the Nebraska 
state income tax, considering it the fairest of the major state 
and local taxes. They also have strong--and negative--feelings 
about their local property tax, considering it the least fair. 
Attitudes about which level of government (state, county, or 
city) provides the most for the money are almost equally 
divided between those who believe the city does, those who 
believe the state does, and those who don't know or have no 
opinion. More people favor the state assuming most of the cost 
of financing local schools than oppose it. These were among 
the major findings that emerged from a telephone survey among 
359 men and women living in the city of Omaha. Interviewing 
for this survey was completed during the period April 23 
through May 3, 1974 by members of the Center for Applied 
Urban Research interviewing staff. 
The Fairest Tax 
The state income tax was chosen as the fairest tax by 
40 percent of Omahans. It was preferred to the state and local 
sales tax and the local property tax by all subgroups of 
respondents. The income tax was particularly favored by men, 
people under 35 years of age, those with more than a high 
school education, persons with incomes in excess of $20,000, 
and those living in the Eastern and Southcentral parts of the 
city. The specific statement and the tabulation of responses 
are presented in Table 1. 
TABLE 1 
HERE IS A LIST OF THE MAJOR 
TAXES USED IN NEBRASKA TODAY. 
WHICH DO YOU FEE L IS THE FAIREST? 
State & 
State Local 
Income Sales Property Don't 
Total Tax Tax Tax Know 
(Percent of Respondents) 
Total Public 359 40 26 15 19 
Male 89 41 28 16 15 
Female 270 39 25 15 21 
Under 35 131 48 24 17 11 
35-55 122 41 29 11 19 
Over 55 106 28 25 18 29 
Under $8,000 104 39 18 21 22 
$8,000-$12,000 111 44 30 15 11 
$12,000-$20,000 77 34 30 14 22 
Over $20,000 36 50 31 11 8 
No Response 31 32 23 3 42 
Education: 
Under 12 Years 85 35 18 13 34 
Just 12 Years 122 37 26 16 21 
Over 12 Years 144 45 31 17 7 
Northeast 53 45 19 15 21 
Southeast 74 43 14 24 19 
Northcentral 75 37 31 16 16 
Southcentral 54 48 22 8 22 
Northwest 45 27 38 11 24 
Southwest 47 40 38 11 11 
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The Least Fair Tax 
Of the major tax sources, the local property tax was 
selected as being least fair. Among the groups with the most 
decisively negative feelings about the property tax were those 
people 35 to 55 years of age, those with more than a high school 
education, those persons with incomes over $20,000, and those 
living in Western Omaha. The sales tax provoked the second 
largest number of negative responses. Those respondents under 
35 years of age, those with incomes under $12,000, and those 
living in Eastern and Northcentral Omaha believed the sales tax 
to be at least as unfair as the property tax. The tabulation of 
responses is presented in Table 2. 
TABLE 2 
WHICH TAX DO YOU THINK IS WORST? 
(THAT IS LEAST FAIR) 
State & 
State Local 
Income Sales Property Don't 
Total Tax Tax Tax Know 
(Percent of Respondents) 
Total Public 359 12 34 39 15 
Male 89 15 36 39 10 
Female 270 11 34 38 17 
Under 35 131 17 37 37 9 
35-55 122 7 35 46 12 
Over 55 106 12 29 32 27 
Under $8,000 104 9 35 35 21 
$8,000-$12,000 111 15 41 39 5 
$12 ,000-$20,000 77 16 31 39 14 
Over $20,000 36 8 36 47 8 
No Response 31 6 10 39 45 
Education: 
Under 12 Years 85 7 32 34 27 
Just 12 Years 122 11 35 38 16 
Over 12 Years 144 15 38 40 7 
Northeast 53 11 36 32 21 
Southeast 74 8 47 30 15 
Northcentral 75 11 37 37 15 
Southcentral 54 19 33 37 11 
Northwest 45 9 27 48 16 
SouthV\test 47 17 26 42 15 
Level of Government 
Omahans had mixed reactions on the question of "From 
which revel of government (state, county, or city) do you feel 
you get most for your money?" The choice between state and 
city government was a stand-off. There was about a 2 to 1 
preference for state and city levels over the county level of 
government. The specific statement asked and responses are 
recorded in Table 3. 
State Financing of Local Schools 
A total of 46 percent of the public favor the state 
government assuming most of the cost of financing local 
schools. Nearly one out of every four persons had no opinion. 
Among the groups with the most decisive feelings were the 
people under 35 years of age, those with incomes from $8,000 
to $12,000, and those in Southeast and North west Omaha. 
Those most opposed to the state assuming the ma jo r cost of 
TABLE 3 
FROM WH ICH LEVEL OF 
GOVERNMENT (STATE , COUNTY, CITY) 
DO YOU FEE L YO U GET MOST FO R YOUR MONEY? 
Total State 
T otal Public 359 28 
Male 89 30 
Female 270 28 
Under 35 131 32 
35-55 122 30 
Over 55 106 22 
Under $8,000 104 24 
$8,000-$12,000 111 27 
$12,000-$20,000 77 32 
Over $20,000 36 44 
No Response 31 19 
Education: 
Under 12 Years 85 26 
Just 12 Years 122 25 
Over 12 Years 144 33 
Northeast 53 28 
Southeast 74 30 
N orthcentra I 75 21 
Southcentral 54 30 
Northwest 45 29 
Southwest 47 26 
Center for Applied Urban Research 
University of Nebraska at Omaha 
Box 688 
Omaha, Nebraska 68101 
Don't Know 
County City or None 
(Percent of Respondents) 
16 30 26 
15 31 24 
16 30 26 
17 30 21 
16 30 24 
13 31 34 
15 21 40 
24 34 15 
12 34 22 
8 39 8 
6 26 48 
16 21 37 
17 28 30 
15 37 15 
17 19 36 
18 28 24 
16 35 28 
19 31 19 
16 35 20 
16 43 15 
financi ng local schools were those people with incomes over 
$20,000, and those li ving in Central Omaha. The responses 
are presented in Table 4. 
RT 
TABLE 4 
DO YOU FAVOR THE STAT E GOVERNMENT ASSUM ING 
MOST OF THE COST OF FINANCING LOCAL SCHOOLS? 
Total Yes No No Opinion 
(Percent of Respondents) 
Tota l Public 359 46 32 22 
Male 89 44 31 25 
Female 270 46 33 21 
Under 35 131 57 28 15 
35-55 122 41 89 20 
Over 55 106 36 30 34 
Under $8,000 104 46 30 24 
$8,000-$12,000 111 51 26 23 
$12,000-$20,000 77 42 43 15 
Over $20,000 36 42 47 11 
No Response 31 36 19 45 
Educat ion: 
Under 12 Years 85 47 25 28 
Just 12 Years 122 48 28 24 
Over 12 Years 144 46 38 16 
Northeast 53 43 30 27 
Southeast 74 55 15 30 
Northcentral 75 40 40 20 
Sout hcentral 54 48 39 13 
Northwest 45 51 33 16 
Southwest 47 43 36 21 
